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Round Table 

Context and Introduction 

With more than 47 participants, the 2025 Round Table served as a critical 

exchange platform for professionals across the irrigation value chain — from 

manufacturers and consultants to researchers and policy influencers. The backdrop was a 

Europe increasingly hit by climate extremes, with Northern Europe facing multiple 

droughts for the first time, while other regions experienced floods, frost, and prolonged 

dry spells within the same season.  

The session highlighted a common urgency: the need for smarter irrigation, 

greater technical skills, coherent policy-making, and stronger sectoral collaboration 

across agriculture and urban landscape (UL) irrigation. 

Key Themes & Insights 

Climate Change & Water Scarcity 

• Water scarcity is now pan-European. Participants from Northern and Southern 

Europe alike highlighted the increasing volatility of water availability. 

• Extreme weather patterns — floods, frost, and droughts in a single season — are 

no longer rare, especially in the Baltic and Mediterranean regions. 

• Shorter winters and longer summers are becoming the norm (Laurent 

Mignonneau, Hunter), stressing infra-structure and planning models designed for 

more stable climates. 

“Scarcity is a driver to management improvements; the experience from African 

countries should be more considered.” — Antoine Lespine, Padula 

Market Instability & Economic Pressure 

• Tariffs (especially US-EU), inflation (e.g., in Turkey), and unpredictable 

subsidies are creating economic un-certainty across the sector. 

• Fragmentation and consolidation in AgTech are affecting agility, with a few 

dominant players often lacking the specialized knowledge to manage local water 

challenges effectively (Xavier Eftimakis). 
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• The DIY and residential markets are particularly price-sensitive (Lori Cirefice, BJ 

Lamy), leading to tension between affordability and sustainability. 

“There’s a real need to revalue what EIA does. Lobbying must support a broader 

recognition of irrigation as a solution, not a problem.” — Andree Groos, Komet 

Technology, Training & Interoperability 

• Lack of technical knowledge — among farmers, distributors, and even sales 

teams — was cited repeatedly. 

• The growth of AgTech and smart solutions (sensors, controllers, weather stations) 

is promising, but imple-mentation remains weak without education (Guillaume 

Peyvel, Nelson; Ingrid Olive, Solem). 

• Decision-making tools and data management platforms are seen as vital, yet 

underused, particularly by smallholders (Jacques Béraud, SCP; Jérôme Leroy, 

Weenat). 

“We need to educate users about technology and support adoption with real 

training—not just for end-users, but across the chain.” — Giusy Inferrera, Irritec 

Circularity, Reuse & Urban Challenges 

• Rainwater harvesting, wastewater reuse, and circular systems are gaining traction 

in both agriculture and UL (Thomas Bur, Urbasense; José Luis Giusta, K-Rain). 

• The urban landscape sector faces additional barriers: tight municipal budgets, lack 

of clear regulation, and climate-induced stress on green spaces. 

• Cities like Lyon, Sabadell, and Paris are investing in cooling strategies and system 

upgrades, often with inad-equate support or understanding from decision-makers. 

“More and more water scarcity is hitting areas that never expected it. Circular 

use and reuse aren’t optional anymore.” — Thomas Bur, Urbasense 

Policy, Representation & Sectoral Coordination 

• The EU Water Resilience Strategy was a key topic. Participants voiced frustration 

that irrigation was barely mentioned, despite its relevance to agriculture and urban 

cooling. 
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• The need for informed political advocacy was a clear priority. Several voices 

called for the EIA to increase its lobbying and educational outreach to 

policymakers. 

“We must involve the full food chain in sustainable irrigation—not just growers, 

but decision-makers and con-sumers too.” — Moshi Berenstein, Netafim 

Conclusion & Outlook 

• The round table concluded with shared agreement on the urgency to: 

• Strengthen cross-sectoral collaboration 

• Advocate more forcefully with the EU and national governments 

• Re-invest in training and education 

• Promote a systemic approach to irrigation that includes reuse, circularity, 

digitalization, and sustainability metrics. 

“If we don’t define irrigation clearly and communicate its value, someone else 

will define it for us — and they’ll likely get it wrong.” — Olivier Ravisé, Agribionova 
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Irrigazette Editorial Committee 

Fleur Martin reminded the attendees what is Irrigazette and the role of the 

editorial committee: 

• Irrigazette.com became the EIA official online media early 2025. 

• Bilingual online magazine dedicated to sustainable irrigation and water savings. 

• Publication of technical articles on landscape and agriculture, field reports, 

industry news and water regulation updates. 

• A tool to promote EIA members: through the publication of articles but also news, 

press releases about new products, advertising web banners, registration in the 

International online Buyer's Guide. 

 

The editorial committee has two objectives: 

• A creative role: suggest articles for the 2025/26 season for both landscape and 

agriculture topics. 

• A criticizing role: check the accuracy of the technical content and ensure that the 

published articles are non-commercial oriented. 

Agriculture Articles 

General articles 

• The importance of the design in Irrigation Systems. Antoine Lespine, Padula 

• Importance of the compatibility of the different elements constituting the 

irrigation system. Oliver Ravisé, Agribionova. 

• Agroecology and crop rotation. Moshi Berenstein, Netafim. 

• What types of irrigation systems are for the Southern and Northern Europe? 

Moshi Berenstein, Netafim. 

• What methods are available for irrigating with wastewater? Guillaume Pleyvel, 

Nelson NIC. 
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Center pivots and reels machines 

• Off-season preventive maintenance for pivot and lateral systems – 

recommendations to achieve high machine performance. Leopold Blanc, Lindsay. 

• AgTech in mechanized irrigation – why remote control alone is not enough? 

Leopold Blanc, Lindsay. 

Drip Irrigation 

• Maintenance in drip irrigation. Virginie Scoarnec, Netafim. 

• The end of life for drip irrigation products – the role of the CPE. Virginie 

Scoarnec, Netafim 

• Development of cooling technologies to irrigate the trees in the south of Europe. 

Anthony Seches, Rivulis. 

• Development of blueberries cultivation in large European farms. Anthony Seches, 

Rivulis. 

• Best practices in subsurface drip irrigation, and why a good installation is 

important. Virginie Scoarnec, Netafim. 

Sprinkler Irrigation 

• Frost protection systems. Anthony Seches, Rivulis – Karolina Klunduc, Maidina. 

Monitoring, controllers, sensors, weather stations 

• Sensors, from installation to usage, are an essential component of any system. 

Ingrid Olive, Solem. 

• Integration between sensors, controllers and weather stations. Manufacturers are 

providing farmers with lots of new tools, but these need to be integrated. Marco 

Bezzi, Wiseconn. 

Pumping and filtration systems, pipes, fittings 

• Sustainable pumping. Robert Welke, Sustainable Pumping Institute. 

• Different types of filtration systems. Virginie Scoarnec, Netafim. 
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Landscape Articles 

General articles 

• Inventory of irrigation classes on France and Europe. Francis Manuel, ex-Hunter. 

• Connection between Irrigation and Drainage, specific to Southern Europe. Joao 

Florido, NDS. 

• The various existing irrigation systems for irrigating trees in the city. During the 

first two years, and then. Thomas Bur, Urbasense with the participation of Rain 

Bird, Hunter, Netafim. 

Remote control, Sensors, weather stations, … 

• Water Saving and smart irrigation: process of smart irrigation when data are 

reprogramming the controller. By Xavier Eftimakis, consultant. 

• Integration between sensors, controllers and weather stations in Landscape areas. 

Thomas Bur, Urbasense. 

Rainwater Harvesting 

• DIY: rainwater harvesting for individual house. Lori Cirefice, BJ Lamy 

International – Karolina Klunduc, Maidina. 

Field reports: green cities, sport fields, golf courses ….. 

• Irrigation system in a racecourse in Milano, Italy. Water savings and advanced 

flow control. Céline Prigeant, Rain Bird. 

• Irrigation system on an Urban rooftop in Barcelona. Céline Prigeant, Rain Bird. 

• Renovation of the irrigation system of a Golf Course in United Kingdom. Céline 

Prigeant, Rain Bird. 

• Irrigation solution for urban trees - integrated systems. Example of experiments 

conducted in the city of Lyon in France. Thomas Bur, Urbasense. 

• Smart city in Morocco. Laurent Mignonneau, Hunter. 

• Smart city and water saving – example of Angers, France. Laurent Mignonneau, 

Hunter. 


