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New Members are joining
We are 76 today



Wide variety of profiles & countries 
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EIA 2022 Annual Review

Activities & events:

•11/2022 EIMA Cocktail & Gathering 

•10/2022 EIA Autumn Irrigation Forum (Smart Eco-centric Revolution / Sustainability 4.0; IOT and Machine Health)

•7/2022   EIA membres’ Survey

•6/2022 EIA Summer Irrigation Forum (Irrigation scheduling tool based on satellite images; agri-voltaism)

•4/2022   Participating in the call of European project : WATERNET4AGRI

•3/2022   The foundation of the "sustainable plastic use in irrigation WG"

•3/2022   EIA Spring Irrigation Forum (Waste-water Reuse , plant-responsive irrigation and fertigation system)

•2/2022   Bruno has been appointed as leader of Water Europe "Vision Leadership Team"

Dr Bruno Molle has been appointed Executive Advisor of the EIA. 

And counting: 

•10 new members this year to date; 2 members left

•15 meetings were conducted through the work of 6 Working Groups

•4 Board Meetings

•1 General Assembly For more info: https://irrigationeurope.eu/en/

https://irrigationeurope.eu/en/


EIA Working-Groups Review

Sustainability in 
agriculture 

Training Wastewater Reuse

StandardizationUrban Landscape

Communication



WG 1  : Sustainability in Agriculture

Main activities in 2022, work in progress:
1. Identification and partnership with « key people » and associations involved in sustainable

agriculture
2. Assessment for the identification and creation of a certified label for sustainable irrigation practices. 
Upcoming: 
1. Starting the discussion for the definition of a common model to calculate the saving of water, 

energy and fertilizers of sustainable irrigation

Leader : Giulia Giuffre, Irritec

Participants : 
Ramunas Rederis, consultant Pablo Carnicero, Regaber
Xavier Corbella , ITC Marco Bezzi xFarm
Paolo Antini, Sentek Moshi Berenstein, Netafim
Giusy Inferrera, Irritec Ido Raanan, Netafim
Stefania De Pirro, Rivulis Sophie Gendre, Arvalis
Javier Juarez, Azud Tomas Brzobohaty, Clever Farm

The vison: The Group intends to draw attention to sustainable irrigation focusing on the definition 
and promotion of projects that pursue the sustainable development goals, with a special focus on 
innovative farming.



Subgroup/ WG 1  : Plastic collecting and recycling in agriculture

Leader : Ido Rannan, Netafim

Participants: Jean Bomy, Rivulis

Francesco Monteduro,  Irritrol

Michel Histel, Consultant

Fleur Martin, EIA and Irrigazette

Warren Gorowitz, Hunter

Main activities in 2022:

• Collaboration with APE

• Discussions on end-of-life solutions/ National collection schemes and best practices.

• Articles on EIA website for publications of reports from the CPA and the FAO

The vison: To advance the responsible use of plastic in irrigation in the EU market.



EIA Working Group “URBAN LANDSCAPE”

Picture  courtesy of Valencia Parque Central Alta Velocidad 2003 SA.



Goal of this Working Group

The Goal: To be able to provide a kind of White Book for the Urban Landscape

Leader : Santiago Casanella Roca, Hunter Industries

Participants : 
Xavier Botrel, Rain Bird
Lorenzo Arcangeli, Hunter
Joao Florido, Norma Group
Rafael Diaz, Riegoturf
Damir Čizmek, In-Aqua
Vojtěch Malina, Clever Farm
Rob Hoogeveen, Certified Design Inc.

The Group intends to pay attention to the importance of Green 
Areas/Landscape in the Cities, Green Roofs & Green Walls, urban Forestry, New 
Parks, use of devices to reduce water, centralization of Irrigation systems, Smart 
Cities, maintenance of green areas, rainwater harvesting, sustainability 
(Ecolabels, Bream and Leed certifications).



Key Points Developed
A. Reasons to have green areas in urban environments. 
B. Importance of maintaining those areas in the long term.
C. Reasons to always have irrigation in those areas (regardless of chosen 

vegetation type).
D.New trends for making irrigation more efficient and lower the water 

maintenance cost keeping the areas green and healthy.
E. Solutions for big cities managing many green areas in order to simplify 

and optimize maintenance, thanks to new technologies, centralized and 
integrated systems (smart cities, etc).



1. The need of green areas in urban environments
2. No blue, no green. No irrigation, no relevant benefits of green areas
3. More green with less water. Improving the efficiency of irrigation systems and 

steps to take on defective established irrigation systems.
4. Right irrigation designs, right irrigation products, right irrigation installation, 

right irrigation maintenance to maximize the benefits of green areas at long 
term 

5. Current products, water management systems and maintenance procedures to 
maximize the water efficiency on irrigation systems for green areas.

Topics being developed in 5 subgroups



Thank you!



WG 3  : Standardization

Leader : Michel Histel, Specialist European Standards

Participants :

Jean-François Cornacchia, Irrifrance ; Bruno Molle EIA

Romeo Dragan, Rivulis, ;

Alessandro Calanna, Irritec

•Participate in two Technical Committees of the CEN, the European Standardization Committee:
–the CEN/TC 334 linked with ISO TC23/SC18 (Irrigation techniques)
–the CEN/TC 144 (Tractors and machinery for agriculture and forestry including hose reels machines, center 
pivots and lateral move systems).
•Published recent EU publications on Standardization in wastewater reuse and Guidelines for treated
wastewater use for irrigation projects
Survey findings : about half of EIA members are aware of some standards and ready to contribute, frequent
confusion is made between standards and guidelines



WG 4  : Training & Knowledge Transfer

Leader : Damir Cizmek, IN AQUA
Participants : 
• Joao Florido, Norma Group
• Rafael Diaz, RiegoTurf
• Paul Van Breda, VBS Irrigation

• Rob Hoogeveen, Certified design Inc.
• Rob Hoogeveen, Certified design Inc.
• Gidi Zelichover, Netafim

The vison:  to promote advanced irrigation know-how, providing an educational value with a practical 
applicability that falls outside the product range of any specific manufacturer.

Main activities in 2022:
• Development of a 1-day course Basics of Landscape Irrigation Efficiency for stakeholders outside the

industry (municipalities, large commercial irrigation clients, facility management crews, and similar)
– based on the course developed by Paul Van Breda for Flamish governmental and public agencies.

• Development of a 2-day EIA Train-The-Trainer course for irrigation professionals interested in
delivering the course Basics of Landscape Irrigation Efficiency in their territories and in their native
language.

• Target schedule: First EIA Train-The-Trainer course in October 2023



•Leader : Bruno Molle /ex INRAE - Research Institute
•Participants :

Sophie Gendre, Arvalis Institut du vegetal
Sebastian Shifris, Netafim
Damir Čizmek, In-Aqua

WG 5  : Wastewater Reuse

The vison:  to rationalize water use and the necessary evolution towards a circular economy of resources.

Main activities in 2022:
● Sharing info on the EU regulation on safe wastewater reuse in agriculture : published in 2020, enforced

from 2023
● Text for turf and landscape to come further
● Recent EU publications on Standardization in waste water reuse (ISO 16075 part 1 to 6)
Survey results
● More than half of the respondents were confronted to Reuse in their activity
● One third only consider them as aware of Reuse issues and are ready to contribute
● Two third are expecting training and knowledge transfer on this topic



WG 6  : Communication

Leader : Fleur Martin, Irrigazette

Participants : 

Pilar Uretta, Regaber
Keith Bellin, Irritec
Céline Palvadeau, Netafim,
Oriol Torrano, ITC
Bruno Perroni, Lindsay

The vison:  
• To pass on to the different stakeholders the knowledge and best 

practices that our sector offers on Professional technical content & 
technological innovations.

• To build necessary communication tools to promote all varieties of 
irrigation.

• To promote the activities of the association through web-tools.



WG 6  : Communication
Main activities :

1. Increase visibility of the EIA on our website and social media.

2. Send direct e-mails to the members, to inform them about EIA activities and events.

3. Editorial committee for the publication of articles on EIA platforms in both agriculture and
lawn and landscape.

4. Organizing and promoting Events:
- 4 virtual forums per year.
- EIMA exhibition : organizing the stand and gatering.

1. Welcome to new members



• WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN THE EIA AND TAKE PART IN BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE 
FUTURE FOR IRRIGATION!

• HTTPS://IRRIGATIONEUROPE.EU/

https://irrigationeurope.eu/


BRUNO MOLLE, EXECUTIVE ADVISOR

Main activities:

1.Identifying and Preparing with communication officer conferences forum

2.Conducting a survey of EIA members and irrigtion professionals expectations from EIA

3.Survey report processing - drafting an action plan further

4.Draft activity

–Exploring EIA approach on Carbon sequestration and compensation

–Ongoing support for the 5 Working Groups : preparing policy brieves

–Using survey result to attract new members



Main conclusions of the EIA Survey

Main concerns of Irrigation industry



Main conclusions of the EIA Survey
The first concern regards Irrigation sector image :

● The efforts and progresses toward a wise use of water are mostly ignored by the public 
and policy makers

● The role of vegetation in climate change mitigation is to be highlighted

● Greening cities and agriculture : contribute to climate excess mitigation

● Claim for more water related knowledge to avoid competitions and alleviate conflicts

● Connection of EIA members to research are to be developed

● Access to technical document that make consensus is expected

● EIA website can provide ressources

● Training and knowldege transfer policy are of great importance

● Professionals are willing to get involved in regulation process building



A glance on Europe economy
Uncertainty and inflation

• The European economy is experiencing a number of turbulent challenges. Inflation higher 
than seen in several decades, tightening financial conditions in most countries, Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, and the lingering COVID-19 pandemic all weigh heavily on the outlook. 

• The global economy’s future health rests critically on the successful calibration of monetary 
policy, the course of the war in Ukraine, and the possibility of further pandemic-related 
supply-side disruptions.

• Normalization of monetary and fiscal policies that delivered unprecedented support during 
the pandemic is cooling demand as policymakers aim to lower inflation back to target. 

• More energy and food price shocks might cause inflation to persist for longer. 

• Halting gas supplies by Russia could depress output in Europe

Risks to the outlook remain unusually large and to the downside. 



And for our sector: an increasing demande for 
sustainable Irrigation solutions

• Recent this summer’s climatic events and the expected climate change heavily impact 
agriculture.

• Green Water (soil water) content in Southern Europe is declining and consequently, the 
irrigation water demand may increase substantially for the Mediterranean region. Irrigation 
will also become necessary in some other parts of Europe where precipitation is likely to 
decrease. 

• The energy sector will put additional strain on water resources with expected increase of 
Biomass production for energy.

• This will moderately increase the water demand. In this contest, more robust water 
management and policies are required in order to manage the competing demand between 
agriculture and other sectors (energy, conservation and human settlements).

• A shift from the gravity irrigation to modern pressurized systems (e.g. drip and sprinkler 
irrigation) and improved network efficiency provide an opportunity for reduced water 
demand in irrigation, but at a cost and with possible negative side effects (impacts on soil 
quality) . 



A paradigm shift in Irrigation

General approach of irrigation technology and practices:

• The principle idea to keep irrigated surface by implementing irrigation with less water: 

• Technology (HW/SW), Biology (crops), policy makers (regulations)  

• More wastewater reuse – preserve good quality for  additional & different usages

• More sensors & automation to reach water use efficiency

• Selection of Drought resistance varieties to go through water restrictions periods

• Increasing  focus on soil carbon content build up for water & carbon storage (soil 
conservations methods)

• Shift from summer to spring/ winter crops that still require irrigation, but less 

• For urban solutions & turf: 

• Deepen artificial soils to increase water content; more resilient to drought episodes

• Show evidence of landscape contribution to climate change migration in the cities



Next steps in the Association ?

• Finalizing EIA survey. 

• Clearly define our strategy, direction and the value of membership 

• Continue recruiting to create a meaningful voice and to ensure EIA is ready for growth

• Leverage our digital platform to promote the industry

• Facilitate networking among professionals

• Influence legislation and regulations for sustainable irrigation future in Europe

• The future model of the Association?
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